
Wicklow Local Studies Library  
Researching History 

A quick guide to finding and recording 
information on an historical topic 



 Selecting a topic 

In order to give you a chance to find out 
something interesting you should: 

 Select a topic which is easy to find information about 

 One where you can choose a small, focused, subject 

 It is historically important, nationally or internationally 



Types of information sources 

Primary sources: 

 Newspapers of the time 

 Records of events at the time 

a) State and local government papers 

b) Formal enquiries and investigations 

 Census records 

 Recorded interviews 

 Letters, journals and diaries written  

at the time 

 Biographies, speeches 

 Historic Maps 

 Historic photographs, paintings and 

drawings 



Types of information sources 

Secondary sources: 

 History books on the topic 

 Biographies 

 High quality history 

websites 

 TV, film and radio 

documentaries 

 Podcasts 



Sources of Information 

Possible sources of information are: 

 Wicklow County Archives 

 Wicklow Local Studies Library 

 You local Library 

 Websites – Our Wicklow Heritage 

 Local History Books 

 Other Websites 

 Newspapers 

 Historic Maps 

 Historic photographs, painting 

and drawings 

 Local Heritage Centres 

 



The Guide to Wicklow Local Studies Library & Resources 

A guide to the archives and its related resources has 
been developed for students beginning work on their 
History CBA project. 

 It explores the material available in the context of 

carrying out research on an historical topic 

 Associated with this guide are a range of 

resources to help you complete your history CBA. 

 



How to carry out your research – A case study 

The remainder of this presentation shows how, once you’ve 
selected your topic, you can undertake your research. 

 Topic summary 

 Sources of information – and recording the sources 

 Evaluation of sources 



Case Study: Kynoch Munitions during WWI 

From 1895 – 1918 years Arklow was home to one of the largest 

munitions manufacturing facilities in the United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Ireland. The site of the Kynoch factory extended one and 

a half miles northward from the mouth of the Avoca River up the 

entire length of the north beach and beyond. It had its own gas 

works, electricity generator and tramway system. During WWI 

Kynoch constructed dozens of new buildings. The number of 

employees increased from a pre-war figure of 600 to almost 5,000.  

The Kynoch Works in Arklow were of considerable historic 

importance both in terms of Wicklow’s economy and its people. In 

addition, the role it played as a supplier of munitions both in the 

Boer Wars and during World War I, was of international historical 

importance. 



Information 
Sources 

Website: 
https://heritage.wicklowheritage.org
/places/arklow/kynochs_arklow 



Information 
Sources 

Website 

https://www.historyireland.com/arklows-
explosive-history-kynoch-1895-1918/ 



 Assessment of 
Web Sources 

Both sites, Our Wicklow Heritage and 

History Ireland, provide a good overview of 

the development of the Kynochs works in 

Arklow and some of the politics involved. 

 

However, there is only limited information 

on the World War I period. 

 

Worksheet 4 – Source Analysis, 

is used to record what you’ve 

found out about the topic and 

to record the source 

information. 

 



Information Sources 

Newspapers 

Newspapers articles from the time are primary 

sources. These articles were found in the Wicklow 

Local Studies Library and can be accessed online in 

the British Newspaper Archive, freely available in all 

Wicklow branch libraries. 

The Wicklow People, 12/08/1911   

Two men die at explosion in plant.  

 

 

 

 



Information Sources 

Newspapers 

The Wicklow News-Letter and Arklow Reporter, 

17/09/1917   

Article on court case against Kynoch employees who 

carried matches, cigarettes, pipes or tobacco onto 

the site. Most were jailed for the offences. 

 

 

 

 



Information Sources 

Newspapers 

The Wicklow NewsLetter and Arklow Reporter, 

29/09/1917   

Twelve days later, twenty seven people were killed 

and seven injured in major explosion at the plant. 

 

 

 

 



Information Sources 

Newspapers 

The Derry Journal, 18/02/1918   

The Kynoch plant is to close, with the loss of 2,500 

jobs and a payroll of £250,000 in the community. 

Article mentions John Redmond’s involvement in 

lobbying for the retention of the plant. 

 

 

 

 



 Assessment of 
Newspaper 

Sources 
The articles provide an interesting insight into 

the dangers of working in a munitions plant and 

the severe penalties for breaking security and 

safety rules during the war years. 

 

The closure of the plant, in the last days of the 

war in a major economic blow for the region. 

John Redmond continues to support the works 

and to lobby for its retention. Little on the 

operation of the plant during the war years. 

 

Worksheet 4 – Source Analysis, 

is used to record what you’ve 

found out about the topic and 

to record the source 

information. 

 



Information Sources 

Postcard 

Postcard of the Kynoch works 

 

 

 

 



 Assessment of 
Postcard 

The postcard gives a good view of the size of 

the Kynoch works in Arklow and will be 

useful as a visual support to the CBA 

Worksheet 4 – Source Analysis, 

is used to record what you’ve 

found out about the topic and 

to record the source 

information. 

 



Information Sources 

History Books 

Both books, which are secondary sources, were 

found in the Wicklow Local Studies Library collection. 

The Kynoch Era in Arklow, Hilary Murphy 

Published by the author: 1976   

A comprehensive history of Kynochs in Arklow, with 

good detail on employment during the WWI period. 

 

 

 

 



Information Sources 

Books 

Arklow’s Industrial Revolution, Christopher Power 

Published by the author: 2016   

A more detailed history on the Kynoch Works which 

covers the WWI period in detail and looks at the 

social and economic impact of the works across east 

and mid-Wicklow.  

 

 

 

 



 Assessment of 
the History Books 

Both books provide extensive information on the 

Kynoch Munitions Works and its development and 

its social and economic impact of the works across 

east and mid-Wicklow.  

 

More detail on Irish political involvement in 

keeping the works going is available. As is 

information on the volume of munitions produced 

during the war years and shipping methods. 

These sources provided the bulk of the information 

for the RSR project. 

Worksheet 4 – Source Analysis, 

is used to record what you’ve 

found out about the topic and 

to record the source 

information. 

 



Conclusion 
Using three types of source, websites, newspapers and local 

history books, it was possible to build up a good picture of the 

Kynoch’s works during WWI. 

 

 

 The websites provided a good, general overview of the 

plant’s history 

 Newpaper stories provided useful reporting on events at 

the plant. 

 Local history books provided most of the detailed 

information on the Kynoch works during WWI. 


