Wicklow Local Studies Library

A quick guide to finding and recording
information on an historical topic




Selecting a topic

In order to give you a chance to find out
something interesting you should:

» Select a topic which is easy to find information about

“* One where you can choose a small, focused, subject

“* It is historically important, nationally or internationally




Types of information sources

Primary sources:

** Newspapers of the time * Letters, journals and diaries written

*»» Records of events at the time at the time

* . 5
a) State and local government papers “* Biographies, speeches

b) Formal enquiries and investigations ** Historic Maps

“* Census records ** Historic photographs, paintings and

+%» Recorded interviews drawings




Types of information sources

Secondary sources:

< History books on the topic “ TV, film and radio

. o : documentaries
*»* Biographies

** Podcasts
** High quality history

websites




Sources of Information

Possible sources of information are:

*** Wicklow County Archives ** Newspapers
“* Wicklow Local Studies Library ** Historic Maps
** You local Library ** Historic photographs, painting

» Websites — Our Wicklow Heritage and drawings

< Local History Books ** Local Heritage Centres

“»* Other Websites




The Guide to Wicklow Local Studies Library & Resources

A guide to the archives and its related resources has
been developed for students beginning work on their
History CBA project.

“* It explores the material available in the context of

carrying out research on an historical topic

“» Associated with this guide are a range of
resources to help you complete your history CBA.

Teacher and Student Guide to
Wicklow Local Studies Library

Junior Certificate History
Class Based Assessment




How to carry out your research — A case study

The remainder of this presentation shows how, once you’ve
selected your topic, you can undertake your research.

*» Topic summary

* Sources of information — and recording the sources

+»» Evaluation of sources




Case Study: Kynoch Munitions during WWI

From 1895 — 1918 years Arklow was home to one of the largest
munitions manufacturing facilities in the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland. The site of the Kynoch factory extended one and

a half miles northward from the mouth of the Avoca River up the
;',‘.{-'?éﬁ:x-‘v..'i'!rrl

entire length of the north beach and beyond. It had its own gas ke ol
ety A ——— |

works, electricity generator and tramway system. During WWI
Kynoch constructed dozens of new buildings. The number of
employees increased from a pre-war figure of 600 to almost 5,000.

The Kynoch Works in Arklow were of considerable historic
importance both in terms of Wicklow’s economy and its people. In TS nentie, e A
addition, the role it played as a supplier of munitions both in the

Boer Wars and during World War I, was of international historical

importance.
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County Wicklow Heritage

Connecting Landscape, People & Place

Home  About People Places

You are here: Home > Places > ARKLOW

Kynoch's Arklow

Introduction

For over twenty three years Arklow was
home to one of the largest munitions
manufacturing facilities in the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. Here
we attempt, with the support of
acknowledged sources and Pat Power’s
information boards to tell the story of this
manufacturing facility called Kynoch’s in
Arklow. It was an important and strategic
manufacturer of munitions during the Boer
War and subsequently during World War 1.
We will also seek to explain why local
mineral resources and facilities were of
importance in the ongoing development of
this commercial and military explosive
manufacturing site.

This factory because of its size, strategic
importance and employment had a lasting
impact on the town of Arklow. The
information boards erected at the Kynoch
site greatly assist in deciphering what went
on here.

Strategic Importance of Kynoch
Kynoch’s Arklow factory was responsible

for all of the the company’s mining
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Topics # Contribute =& Contact

Kynoch's Arklow

A member of
Our Wicklow
Heritage

Search... @

Information
Sources

ARKLOW

A Brief History of Arklow

About a Brick

Website:
https://heritage.wicklowheritage.org
/places/arklow/kynochs_arklow

Arklow Duck Pond

Arklow Duck Pond Wins National
Award

Arklow Port

Arklow Pottery - Would you like to
share your memories on 26th May
2022?

Note of Key Locations on Kynoch Walk
Pat Power - Kynoch Walk Information Board

Arklow School's PURE Music

Arklow's Maritime Museu’

Artist George Campb’

Avoca West - Mi-

Comrade 7
Colmar

I € K L O W

Kynoch Works
Pat Power - Kynoch Walk Information Board
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IRELAND'S HISTORY MAGAZINE R -~ . &

ABOUT HISTORY HEDGE SUBSCRIBE PERIOD

I Sources

Arklow’s explosive history: Kynoch, 1895-1918

Published in 18th—19th - Century History, 20th-century / Contemporary History, Features, Issue 1 (Jan/Feb 2006), Website

Volume 14

https://www.historyireland.com/arklows-
explosive-history-kynoch-1895-1918/

e 1

CHC <.
My
CAL works, srkiow. 1RT LANY

. W I C KL O W
The establishment of the Kynoch explosives factory in Arklow was due to the vision -
ENDLESS OPPORTUNITIES

Chamberlain and A.T. Cocking. Arthur Chamberlain was a Birmingham industrial’



E "\ Student’s History RSR Worksheets— Wicklow County Archives
b A&
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WORKSHEET 4: SOURCE ANALYSIS

Books, History Journals, Newspapers, Websites
Title
Author
Publisher
Place & Da}e / Year Page:

Assessment of
Web Sources

Type of source Primary O | Secondary O

WO rks h e et 4 = SO u rce An a Iys i S' Informatiun Gathered / No(e: e e i pr ot

Both sites, Our Wicklow Heritage and is used to record what you've

History Ireland, provide a good overview of found out about the topic and

to record the source

the development of the Kynochs works in _ _
information.

Arklow and some of the politics involved.

However, there is only limited information

on the World War | period.

Note: You may need more than one copy if you have more than one source of the same type
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Information Sources

Newspapers

Newspapers articles from the time are primary
sources. These articles were found in the Wicklow
Local Studies Library and can be accessed online in
the British Newspaper Archive, freely available in all
Wicklow branch libraries.

The Wicklow People, 12/08/1911

Two men die at explosion in plant.

THR WICKLOW PEOPL

"[AWFUL

FATALITY

—_—

AT ARKLOW,

TWO MEN ‘BLOWN TO
ATOMS
AT KYNOCHS' EXPLOSIVE
FACTORY.

THF SCENE OF THE ACCIDENT
DESCRIBED.

THE INQUEST.—PAINFUL SCENE.

Living in daily consciousness of the
terrible risks to life and property which
the pr of an expiosives factory in
their midst entails, the inhabitants of
Arklow were thrown into a state of
panic on Friday evening by a terrific re-

“| port, which shook the houses in the im-

—~-

mediate vicinty of the works with the
force of an earthquake. The sound
now, alas! is familiar to the ears of Ark.
low folk, as but scarcely a year had
1 since a similar loud rumbling s

of thunder betokened that death sudde

and dreadful had overtaken some ot we

.| men at Kynoch's Cordite Factory. Whea

people living in various parts of the
town had ou Friday evennyg, therefore,
quite recovered from the temporary
stupor caused by the deafening nuise,
there was & wild rush towards tue works.
The entrance gate was as usual yuar-
Mu:{ the watchmen, und during we
period of waiting for details of the
catastropbe—for t such had taken
place there was little room for doubt—
some women in the crowd n theu

Botels
Disitors to Dublin

Clarence Hotel

WeLLinaTon Quav.

CO MPORTABLE, BOMEL Y AND CENTRAL.
Bed and Breakiast, 4/- and (/6.
Hiinstrated Guiss and Torif post free.

(asl35-3)

arm badly cut by the broken glass in
the house where he was working, while
@ number of others sustained minor in-
juries from the same cause. To the
workers in various parts of the factory
who rushed forward in their alarm ana
terror to sscertain the cause of the ex-
pi was alloted the gr task
of searching for the mortal atoma of
poor Doyle and Redmond, who had beea
made mincemeat. A foot found 300
yards away, and a spine aiso blown a
considera distance were the most
bulky portions of what was left of the
two poor fellows who a couple of min-
utes before were full of health and
vigour. As much of the remains as
could be found were placed in two amail
hoxes, and removed to the time office at
the factory to await the inquest.

The last explosion at the factory took
place on St. Patrick’s Eve, when two
men lost their lives under precisely sim-
ilar circumstances. Doyle and Red-
mond were only a couple of weeks at the
f:ctoryl.l and i‘v;"':‘n aut;d;“hln been all
through engn as e men, t
and the other workmen employed at the
factory receiving the handsome remu-
neration of 2d. per bour for thewr wswr-
vices, though it is alleged that Doyle,
who was eighteen months married, .n(i
had a wife and child depending on him,
only received 12s. 64. Hedmond, with
a sister who is also working at the fac-
tory, was the support of his mother,
and to the relatives of both voor fel-
lows, whose tragic end has caused a
nrofound sensation., most heartielt syi-
pathy has been extended on all sides.

THE INQUEST.

Mr. Jamee J. Murray, J.P., coroner
for Fast Wicklow, held the preliminar;
i t on the r ins at Kynochs’ Ha

anxiety for the safety of husb or
brothers, contributed to a rather pain-

ful scene, all efforts on the part of »yu.-
pathisers to allay their fears and sta

on Saturday eveming.
When the jury were viewing the re-
mains, 3 most pitilul scene was enac-
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Information Sources

Newspapers
The Wicklow News-Letter and Arklow Reporter,
17/09/1917

Article on court case against Kynoch employees who
carried matches, cigarettes, pipes or tobacco onto
the site. Most were jailed for the offences.

Arklow Petty Sessions.

JAIL I .. KYNOCH EMPLOYEES.

BRINGING IN MATCHES AND CIGARETTES.

PITCH AND TOSS NUISANCE.

The fortnightly petty sessions were held in
the Courthouse, Arklow, on Thursday, 13th
inst., before Mr. W. Sullivan, R.M. (in the
cluu) and the other magistrates present were:
Messrs. R. Philpot, J. Murray, and J.
Byrne.

GOODS SOLD.

Margaret Wolohan, Main Street, sued Wm.
Connors, Arklow, for £1 14s, 6d. for goods sold
and delivered.

Defendant did not appear, and a decree for
full amount with costs was given.

Same complainant sued Michael Hackett,
Arklow, for £1 1s. 6d., for goods sold and de-
livered.

Defend.

and produced the waistcoat, which she said
her son had been wearing for six months. The
match had got down through the pocket into
the lining. She stated her eon. always searched
his peckets for matohes before going to work.

The Chairman said it was as essy for the
defendant to find the match as it was for the
patrolman. They could not look on this case
differently to any other, and defendant would
have to go to jail for 7 days.

Rev. Mr. Harnison appealed for oclemency
for defendant, who he said was a most respect-
able boy.

The Chairman eaid they could not make any
exceptions, as this thing would have to be
stopped.

A STIFF PENALTY.

Wm, Colvin, Arklow, was charged with bring-
ing a box of matches into the works. Mr.
l-‘lem.mg, tolmtor. appeuvad for defendant.
as to hav.
mg challenged the defendmt when coming
into the works, and he denied having any-
thing in his possession. He searched him, and
found a box of safety matches in his pocket.

t's wife and d a
receipt. Mr. Fleming, solicitor for complain-
ant, produced the books to prove the debt.

The magistrates decided to dismiss the case
without prejudice, Mr. Fleming having asked
defendant to inspect the books at his office,
which she agreed to.

JAIL FOR KYNOCHS' WORKMEN.

Thomas Thompson was charged by District-
Insepector McGovern with having brought a
mateh into Kynochs' munition works.

was ined, and
stated he challenged the defendant in the
usual way for matches, pipes, tobacco, and
cigarettes. Defendant had passed the office
used for deposit of these things at the time.
When challenged defendant refused to answer.
He searched him, and feund in his pocket a
match-box containing one nonsafety match.

Asked by the Chairman if he had anything to
say, defendant replied he was not aware he
had eny matches in his possession.

The Chairman said this was no excuse, a8
warnings had been given over and over again.
Defendant would have to go to jail for seven
days.

Laurence Ryan, Arklow, was charged with
having brought a box of matches into the
works. Patrolman Mulligan stated he chal-
lenged the defendant, who denied having any-
thing on him. He searched him, and found
a box of non.safety matches in his pocket.

The defendant, an old man, appeared, and
stated he searched his pockeis at the match-
box office, and gave up his pipe and tobacco
there. The matches were in his pocket, cov-
ered up by his handkerchief, and if he had
been aware that thq were there he .would

have given them up, too.

The Chairman said ﬁn magistrates were tak-
ing a very lenient view of this case in sending
the defendant to jail for seven days. If he had
his ‘uy the sentence would have been a longer

liolnd Kearon, Arklow, was n.hﬂpd with
lmngmg one mu:h into ﬂ:. works,

stated that defendant when ehnlhngoddmhd
hning anything in the nature of pipes, matches,
He searched him, and in the lining of
hhnhmthotoundmm match.
Defendant, in reply to the bench, stated that
he was ll'l’l very careful about eearching
his pockets for matohes. This match may have
bminﬂhlinm.dhhnmlmmm

Defend told him he had them for use in his
work for lighting the gas engine. The matches
(produced) weie the same as supplied by the
firm for use in the works.

Mr. Fleming claimed that defendant was en-
titled to have the matches in his possession, as
he was in charge of the power station.

Mr. Exton, foreman, was called by Mr. Flem-
ing, and etated that defendant was a charge
hand in the power station. He was entitled to
have these matches at his work, and they were
under his control, as he had the key of the
store.

A letter was read from Messrs. Kynochs, sta-
ting that although the defendant was entitled
to use the matches at his work, it was against
the regulations for him fo carry them into or
out of the works.

The Chairman, after consultation with the
other magistrates, said as this was the first
cage of its kind that had come before them

they had decided not to send the defendant’|

to prison. He had had a narrow escape, and
would be fined £5.
Mr. Fleming—That is a very \u‘h penalty.
Chairman—He oould be fined &1
Defendant was given 10 days to ply

EXPENSIVE CIGARETTES,

James Carroll, Carnew, was charged with
bringing e cigarette into the works, contrary
to the regulations.

Patrolmar O'Donnell gave evidence of hav-
ing searched defendant and found the cigarette
in his waistooat pocket.

Defendant appeared and stated that the cig-
arette must have been put in his pocket in
mistake, as he did not emoke himself.

i 20s, and costs.

John McDonald was charged with a like
offence. Patrolman McGerr proved the charge,
and defendant was also fined 20s. and costs.

The Chairman said that in future the magis-
{rates would deal more eeverely with persons
who were guilty of bringifig cigarettes into the
factory, and he hoped this would be a warn-
ing to others. .

“PITCH AND TOS8."

Head-Constable Morrie charged John Lelry.

oughfare at Abbey lane.
Head. Comshble stated that he saw a

A
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Information Sources

Newspapers

The Wicklow NewsLetter and Arklow Reporter,
29/09/1917

Twelve days later, twenty seven people were killed
and seven injured in major explosion at the plant.

THE WICKLOW NEWS-LETTER AND ARKLOW REPORTER

Twenty-seven Killed

The which
early last Friday morning in an Irish munitions
factory has, up to the present, resulted in no
fewer than tI dat.hl and oeven injured. The

its
and ite urrible el!ect, killing or injuring
every man in that section of the factory, with
one exception, stunned the people of the town
end the workers, so that even up to the tme
of the inquest there were all sorts of unw-.

DISASTER IN EXPLOSIVES FACTORY (¢

and Seven Injured.

Harrowing Scenes In Stricken District.

Coroner’s Inquest.—The Verdict.

—_—

Widespread Sympathy with the Bereaved.

'mked can be seen on the hill from the
zoad. lnhct.loz:ndm-dmyudl every-
thing was ruined or badly damaged. Of nine
men in one house, seven are dead or miesing;
in a couple of othens the full number, 10, 9 and
8 are killed or missing, and in another one man
wae killed by the falling debris; in addition,
the remaining men in all four casep were in-
jured, most of them very severely, except one,
lnohnl Kenny the sole uninjured survivor.

wions of the , and no
count could be glesned.

Bince the beginning of the war extensive
structures have been erected all over the ares
of the factory, extending the piles of buildings
10 an enormous distance and size, and not less
than 3,000 men and women are dul,y omployed
in or about the concern. The men,
some instances women, work on two .hm- per
day, while, to give some idea of the factory,
it i@ only Decessary to state that from the ex-
treme end of the chemical section down to the
last building, where the mixing and drying
of explosives are carried out, is a distance of
over two miles. The part of the area
is covered by small huts or sheds, built in a
special manner, and surrounded by a deep

entrenchment o! sand, which pre each one
eeparate from the others, complete in iteelf,
and connected by eidings 'nh a double set of
main tramwaye. These detached houses num-
ber something like 200, and it was in the very
last set of these bou-u. four built in the form
of a

ed, Kenny could give no concrete in-
lvrmmon. only that when buried in the falling
masonry and timber, he worked himself free,
though leelin¢ very stunned and ehaky, and,
revived by the touch of an electric wire, worked
his way through a window to safety. In a re.
markably short gpace of time the rescuers were
on the scene. Men mhed from every pomL
on

of the oxplmon and, working with super-
human energy and courage, despite obstacles,
darkness, danger, and their gruesome task,
laboured hard to render succour to the in]med,
and to recover the dead. One man who took
part in the ead tack states that three entire
bodies were found about 50 ynd- from the
ruine of a house, “C houte™; one man was
on the track several yards lwly with half his
head blown off; another, eealped, had the
braine protruding; another had the leg blown
off; while the leg of another unfortunate vie
tim was found 100 yards from the trunk. A
mnn named Doyle lost an arm, but walked a

st to the gate, from vhich he was con-

the

As detailed at lho inqunt, the houses are of
& epecial type, to suit the requirements of the
‘work, all the precautions and guards sanctioned
by the Home Office and Board of Trade are

rmlyfouoweduwprvuathemmdth-

work, take
place daily to obviate the lod(ment of cordite
or dust in any part of the houses; in fact, the
manager, Mr. Goodall, and his various foremen,
euperiors and oharge hande, according to the
evidence tendered, take every precaution
humanly pc-nble as d‘vioed by the mut

vayed by ambulance to the hoepital of the
works close by. A equare of at least 500 yards,
the worker said, was damaged, mast of it bemg
demolished eomphtely All the bodies and

pieces of bodies were naked, both with the force
of tho e'xploﬁon and the action o( the caustio
remains
‘were !ound hcn and there, many of the n;‘n

them he recited the prayers for the deed over

of the victime. He also red
mu. help to the relatives as to arrangements
for the inquest, bnnu, and instructions ss to

their and legal Hun-
dreds of tel and h were
and friends

all over ILreland, huormu anxious ohes as
safety or h-u,-ndu is to the credit of the
postal officials that they met the onrush with
tact, sympathy, and expediency. All day
people were motoring, oyoling, driving in from
adjacent towns and villages to ‘make enquiries,
and, alas! in 100 many cases learned the worst.
Rathdrum had four men killed from

its people, Kilmuckridge had a family who lost
two members, & County Cork man, Pat Daly,
aged 22 yeam, was killed, and his father, learn-
ing of the sad news through the police, travelled
all night to the town. Myles Byrne, another of
the killed, who hailed from Wicklow town, was
a very young man, married only a few months
before, a most popular young fellow, who, in
his childhood daye, won an All- Ireland prize for
beauty at a baby show in Dnblin. Jordan was
a well-ki athlete and Roache, &
Dublin man, was about leaving the factory on
the following Mondsy for health reasons.
Bweeney had tried twice for the army. Dunne,
who had been formerly employed in another
portion of the factory, was about to join the
Dublin Metropolitan Police Force some time
ago. He waz a son of Mr. James Dunne,
Relieving.Officer, Shillelagh. Pricstly leaves a
young wife to mourn his loss. He and one of
the Doyles were the only local men., Crowe
had worked on the railway for many years, both
in the town and a town nearby. One of the
Cullens was on a local hurling team. It was
stated three of the men were on the local G.A.A.
teams, and would in the ordinary couree have
been taking part in the tournament in a neigh-
bouring town on Sunday.

On Saturday at the inquest the list of dead
was officially given, without any addresses,
that being the first time they were available.
No photographs were allowed of any part of the
factory, many persons assembling with cameras
eager to take & enapshot being warned against

Bower, directors; Major Coopelkey. Bom;

circumstances, and woud produce evidence, ag
fuu-nmhnpovcr.unucunh,wm
the cause of death, and the precautions takem
to protect the factory. He found that every-
thh‘ .k-h:' as pt-ah:;, was done.
oocurred every large factory

thu sort. Twenty-seven men were killed u:
15 or 16 injured, but they were only able to
identify some nine of the bodies, the remains
being so mutilated that they could not be iden-
uﬂod, pearticularly as to ndme. He would show

identified were working in the vici
nity on um. ‘morning.

Wm. Heaney, hhourer, iwo years and lau

monthe in the employ:
bodies of C. Ellis, Patk. Dlly. James Kmb.
Iiohul Kineells, John Priestly, and Thomas
Remains of others were 80 mutilated
hooonld not recognise them. In the hospital
he saw the bodies of Thomas Doyle, J. Corry
and Wm. Roache.

B.plyinc to Mr. O'Connor—Witness said he
was in lhabmus.lsﬁnpuvmmevm
as he was on the opposite shift.

Was everything all r.ight then?! Everything
was perfect.

Wewe you personally aware Mr. Goodall did

everything possible for the safety of the ment
He did everything he could. There could not
be & better man placed over them.

To Mr. Dwyer—You were aware of the pre-
cautions taken to prevent an explosion? Yes

‘You are familiar with these precautions, and
are you satisfied that on that evening every
precaution was taken? Everything, to the
best of my opinion.

Were the usual precautions carried out? Yes

You said everything wse right, to the eatis
faction of the men; I would like to know if
there were any complaints to the contraryy
They eaid nothing.

Mr. McGovern mentioned that a man,
thought he would be able to identify m. body
of a brother by & mark on the arm recovered,
and the man, having been called, was sent to
the morgue.

Private Richard Craig, Royal Munster Fusil-

iers, stated he was on eentry from 3.30 am. to

6 o'clock at back of Seabank House, overiook-
the scene of the disaster.

District Inspector—At s quarter to four was
your attention attracted by anything? It was

Office, H.M. Chlef ar-
rived on Saturday from ln(hnd, while the
Jocal director, Mr. E. C. Walshe, intimated he
was going to England. No theory was !orﬂl_
ocoming as to the cause of the catastrophe, bul

the was wcept«l

were discovered by their painful
many, alas! will never be recovered. A shat.
tered human skull was found at the water's
edge, & long distance away, while on s.tmdny
the body of T. Ward was

skilled experts, t
general public. ’l'hq louhty, i.n nddmon il
known as the * danger area,” and treated as
such. It appears that nitro glycerine and gun
cotton sre mixed and treated in those houses,
and even in the crude etate, eulhd cotton paste,

ashore, evidently having been flung from thl
house to the sea, eeveral hundred yards away.
Six bodies only were recovered in such a condi-
tion as to nnder ulentny possible ; others were

were made by
lati' the pomon. of bodies

or cordite, is a highly
accordingly must be treated 'ith mq care
and attention.
Onavaydaynlsﬁ.mdcl)m the men
are changed, each such shift to remain for a
week, and on last Thursday evening the gangs
in the vicinity of the powder factory and the
houses concerned numbered 200 men and 12

by means olmnembond marks on an arm,
leg, chest or hesd.
THE WORK OF RESCUE.
The local B.C. clergy, Drs. Dalton and Mur-
phy, Nuree Blewitt and staff in factory ho-pihl.
the men and women in the works,

that the explosion arose out of the course of the
work from accidental circu: Bome
people declared they heard a buzzing noiee
prior to the crash, others saw lights on the
shore, heard a motor on the road, saw a motor
driving away, etc., while Mr. Goodall declared
that his first impreesion was that it all soun-
ded like the fire of & gun and the resultant
explosions.
SCENES IN m TOWN.

d about ¢ years ago,
'he'whhn-vncnh year, but very
rapidly eince the war started, and this is
the first really big accident. Beven years ago
two men were killed by an explosion of cord te
arising out of a bogie being collided with, and

by a very bright light. I took it to
be a ehip in distress out at eea after fimg &
rocket. About four peconds after the light fimt

cmvner—'l'hu. is the light appeared directly
under youf It lighted up the whole country-
side.

It did not come in from the direction of the
ses or land? No, sir.

District-Inspector—You know the position of
the three houses that were demolished—was it
sbout that locality? I would esy it was.

Coroner—That i, you would not say it was
wwh.nﬁhohom'oublo-n up? If was
in the same locality.

Mr. O'Connor—It ie very important to have
that point cleared up. I thought it was an
seroplane you spoke of first.

Coroner—There was no light or flash came in
from the seat No.

Mr. O'Connor—What I think you mean is,
when the flash came on you first suddenly, you

twoye-nh(on(mmtwomonda s | thought it was st seaf I took it for a eignal

soldiers and police, outside helpers, etc., as-
vt ab ana aa T wankaned from a shio in dis

waman Tha dav shift nnmhera mane mom. Gt gt e | e asnand

~
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- IRISH INDUSTRY DOOMED.
Information Sources NI T,

The complete closing % of Kynoch’s Ex-
ive Factory at Arklow, involvin.g the
ischarge of 2,500 workers, has been de-

Newspapers :
, directo d.
The Derry Journal, 18/02/1918 e e e e
| off stocks. Six h men will re-
| ceive notice to-day. The chief delegate
The Kynoch plant is to close, with the loss of 2,500 | oufge A.S.E. in Be‘l’hgt -retcelgﬂy :rhl'o:otbto
jobs and a payroll of £250,000 in the community. works would be ’dﬁd.'o:“tmtso th‘o Go.;
: : - : vernmeng having commandeered ships
Article mentions John Redmond’s involvement in which bring material for the factory. A
lobbying for the retention of the plant. large number of men received notice on

Friday, and there is consternation in the
district, as the town is entirely depend-
ent on employment at the works, £250,000
annually in wages is involved. Mr. John
Redmond and other M.P.'s were commu-
nicated with by wire, and Mr. Redmond
replied he had immediately communicat-
ed with the Minister of Munitions, Mr.
IWinston Churchill, who, it ig stated, is

responsible for the decision.
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WORKSHEET 4: SOURCE ANALYSIS

Books, History Journals, Newspapers, Websites
Title
Author
Publisher

Assessment of
N eWS pa pe r Place & Date / Year )
Sources

Type of source Primary O | Secondary O

WorkSheet 4 = Source AnalySiS’ InformatiunGathered/No(e: e ‘Ora‘D o -
. ’
The articles provide an interesting insight into is used to record what you've
the dangers of working in a munitions plant and found out about the topic and
the severe penalties for breaking security and to record the source
safety rules during the war years. information.

The closure of the plant, in the last days of the
war in a major economic blow for the region.
John Redmond continues to support the works
and to lobby for its retention. Little on the

operation of the plant during the war years.

Note: You may need more than one copy if you have more than one source of the same type
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Information Sources

Postcard

Postcard of the Kynoch works

CORDITE WORKS. ARKLOW




Assessment of
Postcard

The postcard gives a good view of the size of
the Kynoch works in Arklow and will be

useful as a visual support to the CBA

Worksheet 4 — Source Analysis,
is used to record what you’ve
found out about the topic and
to record the source
information.

Note: You may need more than one copy if you have more than one source of the same type
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WORKSHEET 4: SOURCE ANALYSIS

Books, History Journals, Newspapers, Websites

Title
Author
Publisher

Place & Date / Year Page:
of Publicati

Website

Date Accessed
Type of source Primary O | Secondary O
written [ | Visual (1 | Oral O Aural I Tactile (]

Information Gathered / Notes Taken:

Strengths of Source:

Weaknesses of Source:

o W

ENDLESS OPPORTUNITIES



] B The §
Information Sources ' Kynoch Er: A

in

~ Arklow |

History Books
1895=1918

Both books, which are secondary sources, were
found in the Wicklow Local Studies Library collection.

The Kynoch Era in Arklow, Hilary Murphy
Published by the author: 1976

A comprehensive history of Kynochs in Arklow, with
good detail on employment during the WWI period.
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Information Sources

Books
Arklow’s Industrial Revolution, Christopher Power
Published by the author: 2016

A more detailed history on the Kynoch Works which
covers the WWI period in detail and looks at the
social and economic impact of the works across east
and mid-Wicklow.

ARKLOW’S

INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION

“Death rides on every passing breeze,
and lurks on every flower”

The Kynoch Munitions Works 1895-1920

Christopher Power
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Assessment of
the History Books

Both books provide extensive information on the
Kynoch Munitions Works and its development and
its social and economic impact of the works across

east and mid-Wicklow.

More detail on Irish political involvement in
keeping the works going is available. As is
information on the volume of munitions produced

during the war years and shipping methods.

These sources provided the bulk of the information

for the RSR project.

Worksheet 4 — Source Analysis,
is used to record what you’ve
found out about the topic and
to record the source
information.
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WORKSHEET 4: SOURCE ANALYSIS

Books, History Journals, Newspapers, Websites
Title
Author
Publisher

Place & Date / Year Page:
of Publicati

Website

Date Accessed
Type of source Primary O | Secondary O
written [ | Visual (1 | Oral O Aural I Tactile (]

Information Gathered / Notes Taken:

Strengths of Source:

Weaknesses of Source:

Note: You may need more than one copy if you have more than one source of the same type
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Conclusion

Using three types of source, websites, newspapers and local
history books, it was possible to build up a good picture of the
Kynoch’s works during WWI.

“* The websites provided a good, general overview of the
plant’s history

“* Newpaper stories provided useful reporting on events at
the plant.

*»  Local history books provided most of the detailed
information on the Kynoch works during WWI.
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